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Contact: Charisse Judkins, Director of Marketing
(931) 685-8390
Heritage Medical Center 

ER Stemi Patient Times Improve Year over Year
SHELBYVILLE, TN (JUNE 15, 2011) – Heritage Medical Center’s ED recently received a letter from Dr. Fredi at Vanderbilt Medical Center explaining that HMC had the best overall door to balloon times on Stemi patients in comparison to similar sized hospitals and radius. In 2009 our door to balloon time was 114 minutes, which is an improvement over our 2008 times. In 2010, our door to balloon time was 100 minutes. Which means from the time the patient entered the HMC ED and were transported to another facility to receive a balloon was a 100 minutes. This is a great accomplishment for HMC. The national benchmark for stemi patients is 90 minutes. 

On Wednesday, June 8, ER Physician for Heritage Medical Center, Dr. Christopher Rone, participated in a Vanderbilt Life Flight ride along with the helicopter based out of Tullahoma. Dr. Rone spent the day with the flight crew reviewing the processes of transporting patients via Life Flight. They flew to Vanderbilt, where Dr. Rone toured the Flight Communications Center, Adult Emergency Department, The Trauma Center, Cath Lab, Critical Care Cardiac Unit and the Regional Burn Center. The purpose of the ride along was to give Dr. Rone a first hand overview of what happens when a patient is transported from HMC to Vanderbilt via Life Flight. 
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